TOO EXPENSIVE TO  DIE                          J
cian and the nurse on the case place the body in it
and it is immediately taken and cremated," said
Mr, MakL "Anybody can afford to get cremated
in this country/* he added as he revealed that
Tokyo has ten large crematoriums all located
either in the Nippori or Kirigaya sections* They
are owned by groups of undertakers* Even charity
cases sent in by the municipality must be paid for
but this fee is usually returned. The body remains
in the coffin for cremation which costs as little
as five yen with the price rising as high as twenty
yen, depending upon the elegance of the estab-
lishment.
Country villages and small towns usually do
not have provisions for cremation though some
have open ohyakiba or pits with a roof over them.
In Ibaraki Prefecture it is the custom to go to the
comer of a field in which a hole is made for the
purpose of cremation* A tree is kept in this hole
so that to reopen it the tree is pulled up by the
roots each time and when the cremation is com-
pleted it is replanted* Whereas the city crema-
toriums with their modern ovens take only thirty
minutes, in these country yakiba cremation is an all
night process. Before the pit an altar is made and
on it an incense pot is placed* Rice and water ate
offered and all those participating in the rites offer